The Tale of Our Spirit
by Hélène Staley - February 2016
ON THE OUTSIDE looking in
we see the spirit of our closest kin
It is the self that came from God
Who gave us a vehicle on earthly sod
In it we are to navigate and explore
until we have reached the fill of no more
and then like eggs that hatch from shells
our spirits leave bodies and have in hand a tale

A Service of Thanksgiving for the Life of

THE TALE IS from the lives we lived
It defines how much we take and give
It maps from birth our intents
and every action we repent
transformed by energies through the One who sent
so tightly a soul whose body surrounds
the self that forms by deed of grounds
we trailed along
while singing or crying our freewill song

A Prayer from Tokyo
by Hélène Staley - April, 13 2016
GOD REST my mind
do lead as I find
You within every soul we meet
so one day when we take a seat
in Heaven’s realm will work and smile
with everyone knowing we have traveled miles
through mysteries, mountains, oceans, skies
then we shall see the truth with love
because we saw You shining from above
in all things here
so we have nothing to fear

Dr. Howard A. Staley
March 23, 1955 – December 27, 2021

“The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon Me, because the LORD has anointed Me to preach good tidings to the
poor; He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the
prison to those who are bound; 2 to proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD, and the day of vengeance of
our God; to comfort all who mourn, 3 to console those who mourn in Zion, to give them beauty for ashes,
the oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness; that they may be called trees of
righteousness, the planting of the LORD, that He may be glorified.” 4 And they shall rebuild the old ruins…
- Isaiah 61:1-4a
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PRELUDE OF SPECIAL MUSIC
WELCOME AND PRAYER OF INVOCATION WITH LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who is in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.
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SCRIPTURE: Matthew 11:2-6, 11 New King James Version
And when John had heard in prison about the works of Christ, he sent two of his disciples 3 and said to Him, “Are You the Coming One, or do we look for another?” 4 Jesus
answered and said to them, “Go and tell John the things which you hear and see: 5 “The
blind see and the lame walk; the lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear; the dead are
raised up and the poor have the gospel preached to them. 6 “And blessed is he who is
not offended because of Me.” … 11“Assuredly, I say to you, among those born of women
there has not risen one greater than John the Baptist; but he who is least in the kingdom
of heaven is greater than he.”

